ALLEXBY IX EGYPT
Allenby arrived home early on February 10. He
was met at the station by the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, Sir Henry Wilson, by Sir Philip Chetwode,
and by Mr. Selby. He was in high spirits, and at once
announced to his friends that he was "not going to budge
an Inch and was not going to argue", forestalling advice
which they had come to offer him. Though warned that
It was too early for Foreign Office hours., he Insisted on
going at once to Downing Street to leave his dispatch
refuting what he called the uwicked accusations" against
him of the Foreign Office telegram of January 28.
The history of the subsequent fate of this dispatch
Is somewhat amusing.    It was marked,  In  accordance
with the usual custom for Important State documents,
"To be circulated to H.M. the King and to the Cabinet".
No sooner, however, had Lord Curzon had time to read
the   first  pages  of   the   dispatch   than   he   telephoned
urgently to the branch of the Foreign Office concerned
and had all circulation suspended. When he saw Allenby
that evening his opening remarks were on the subject of
the dispatch.1    'This is an extremely able  document,
Lord Allenby," he began; "it must have been written by
a very clever man.   You did not write it yourself.   Who
wrote it for you?"   To this not very tactful beginning
Allenby replied, "No, I did not write it, but I have been
through every word of it, and am prepared to initial
every line if your Lordship is not satisfied. It was written
by a very clever man."   Curzon then said that it was not
a document which could be fittingly circulated to the
King and to the Cabinet, since it was not the kind of
document which he, as Secretary of State, or the Cabinet
were in the habit of having addressed to them by their
representatives abroad. Allenby replied that he regretted
that fact, but that as Lord Curzon had seen fit to bring
1 Tke  account  of  tkis  interview was  given  by  Allenby  to   a  friend
immediately afterwards, and at once recorded by him.
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